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NOTES. 



Law School — Death of Hon. Robert Ralston — In the loss 
of Hon. Robert Ralston, Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of 
Philadelphia County, and an Auxiliary Lecturer in the Law School, 
whose death occurred in the Jefferson Hospital on January twenty- 
third as a result of cerebral meningities which had developed from a 
severe attack of pneumonia, the Law School has lost a devoted 
alumnus and friend. 

Judge Ralston, who was the son of Francis W. Ralston and 
Elizabeth C. Meredith, and a grandson of William M. Meredith, a 
distinguished member of the Philadelphia Bar, was born in Phila- 
delphia on March 11, 1863. He was graduated from the Law School 
of the University of Pennsylvania in 1885, after having won the 
Faculty Prize for the best examination in all subjects in 1884, and 
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the Sharswood Prize in 1885, for the best essay by a member of the 
graduating class. 

From 1892 until 1896 he served as Assistant United States 
Attorney for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. In 1901 he was 
elevated to the Bench, and from that time until his death served the 
Commonwealth with distinction. He was for years interested in the 
scientific development of the law and was largely instrumental in the 
passage of the recent Practice Act of 1915. He was an earnest stu- 
dent of criminal law and procedure and in 1915 served as President 
of the American Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology. 

Since 1907 Judge Ralston delivered lectures each year in the 
Law School on the Trial of Criminal Causes, which were attended 
by a large number of students. He was a frequent contributor to the 
Law Review and was ever willing and anxious to give to others the 
benefit of his suggestions and advice. His loss will be keenly felt, 
not alone by those who knew him personally, but as well by all who 
have an interest in the welfare of the Law School. 



Conflict of Laws — Extra-territorial Effect of Foreign 
Judgments — There is a mass of decisions on the subject of foreign 
judgments, but it is surprising to learn how few, from the point of 
view of international law, touch upon the interesting and unique 
question decided in the recent English case of Harris v. Taylor. 1 

The problem presented was : Does a non-resident served with 
process outside the jurisdiction, by entering a conditional appear- 
ance, thereby submit to the jurisdiction and law of the court out of 
which the process issues for all purposes, when the law of that 
forum considers a conditional appearance as conferring jurisdic- 
tion over the person ? 

The plaintiff brought an action in the Isle of Man against the 
defendant, a domiciled Englishman, claiming damages for criminal 
conversation with the plaintiff's wife. Service was obtained in 
England. The defendant then caused a conditional appearance to be 
entered to set aside the writ for lack of proper service. This con- 
tention was overruled and the writ adjudged to have been duly 
served. A judgment was subsequently obtained, the defendant 
not having further answered nor appeared in the proceedings. This 
judgment was then sought to be enforced in England. It was held 
by the English Court of Appeals that the defendant by entering an 
appearance had submitted to the jurisdiction of the Isle of Man 
since by that law such an appearance was converted into a general 
appearance. The defendant was bound thereby and the judgment 
subsequently rendered was valid and would be enforced in England. 

It is fundamental that in order that effect may be given abroad 



1 113 L. T. 221 (Eng. 1915). 



